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Upcoming Events 

 
All OES events and activities  

are currently suspended 

***BREAKING NEWS*** 
We are finally able to let you know what is happening with Grand Chapter this year. We have 
been diligently working on how to keep our membership safe and still hold Grand Chapter.  
We received the information we needed to allow us to let you all know what the plans are. 
There will be a formal letter going out in the very near future as to how and what we are doing, 
but waaaiit for it!!!  Here it comes!!!!! 

Grand Chapter 
Will be held 

In Pocatello on 
June 11-15, 2021 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
I hope you are all well and happy.  I imagine that you are missing getting together with friends and family, 
going out for a bite to eat, and attending an OES meeting, because I certainly am. 
 
I know everyone is wondering about Grand Chapter. Well so am I!! I was hoping that by April 28, 2020, I 
would have an answer for you, but alas that is not the case. I promise you we are working on it.  I need to let 
you know what we have been doing and where we stand at this time. I was sure that I could have a definitive 
answer before the May newsletter went out, but unfortunately, I do not. The only thing that is definite it that 
“The On the Wings of Friendship Grand Chapter” which was to be held in Boise, June 12-16, 2020 has been 
postponed. At this time, we do not have a date when it will convene. 
 
Here is what has been happening: 

 In March 2020, the Governor of Idaho issued a stay at home order, I suspended all OES meetings and 
activities, the MW Grand Master of Idaho, Steven Hall issued an edict that no Mason can attend a Ma-
sonic function, and no meeting can be held in a Masonic Hall. 

 The MWGM Steven Hall has been holding zoom meetings with all of the heads of the Concordant Ma-
sonic bodies every two weeks to discuss what each organization is doing in this unprecedented situa-
tion, and to let us know what the Grand Lodge is doing. At each of these meetings, he gives us an up-
date on where his edict stands. 

 We had a Google Meet meeting with all of the Grand Chapter Line Officers, the Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, the Chair of Jurisprudence, and the Chair of General Arrangements, to discuss holding 
Grand Chapter in June.  The consensus of all in attendance was to postpone Grand Chapter.  We 
agreed to work with the hotel, consider the health and welfare of our membership, the Idaho Gover-
nor’s stay at home orders, the WWGM Steve’s edict, and the recommendations of the CDC. 

 I sent out a letter to the Grand Secretary to be sent to all the Chapter Secretaries, had the letter put on 
our website and on Facebook, that the Grand Chapter to be held in June was postponed. 

 I had the Grand Secretary send to all Chapter Secretaries, posted on our website, and Facebook page, 
that I issued a blanket dispensation to all Chapters, that because we are unable to meet and elect offic-
ers in April, because of the suspension of meetings, the Chapters will elect at their next stated meeting, 
where there is a quorum. 

 The Governor of Idaho has announced his plan to reopen. I encourage you to go to the re-
pond.idhaho.gov website to see the plans for reopening. I will tell you that we would be unable to hold 
Grand Chapter in June because of the number of people who can meet. The order changes in the mid-
dle of our proposed Grand Chapter. Which thankfully we have postponed. 

 The General Arrangements Chair and the Board of Trustee Chair are in communication with the Hotel 
to work out a plan that will be beneficial to our membership and our Grand Chapter.  

 We had an April 27, 2020 zoom meeting with the MWGM Steven Hall and the heads of the Concordant 
bodies of the Masonic Family, he has not rescinded his edict.  We will be meeting again on May 3. 
2020. 

 
We are working with the hotel, the Board of Trustees and Jurisprudence to determine a date when we can hold 
our Grand Chapter. Our first concern is the health and safety of our membership. This is an incredibly diffi-
cult situation, there are so many things to consider and we are doing our best to make the right decisions for 
the welfare of our Order and our membership. I am hopeful that we will know what is happening in a few 
days, and when we do, we will let you know. We will post it on our website, on our Facebook page, it will go to 
General Grand and be put on their website, and letters will be sent to all of the Chapter secretaries.   
 
This is an incredibly stressful time for all of us, please say a prayer that we will make the right decisions. 
I love you all, and I miss you!!!  You are in my heart and I am hugging you with my mind. I miss you, can’t 
wait to see you in person. 
 
Star love and virtual hugs, 
 
Jeanne Jennings, WGM  



Hello	Sisters	&	Brothers,	
	
I	hope	this	 inds	everyone	doing	well	despite	the	current	challenges	we	are	all	facing.	
Speaking	of	these	challenges,	with	the	current	mandate	of	social	distancing,	cancelled	
meetings	&	cancelled	community	events,	I	realize	it	is	going	to	be	that	much	harder	for	
some	chapters	to	earn	points	towards	the	Chapter	of	Excellence	Award.	
	
After	reviewing	several	options	with	our	WGM,	we	have	decided	to	add	a	write	in	category.	
Let’s	call	it	Item	C19.		
	
100	points	per	Chapter	Member	that	have:	
—	Made	&	donated	masks	to	a	local	hospital,	care	facility	or	business	in	need	or	made	
masks	&	distributed	to	other	chapter	members	in	need.	
—	Volunteered	by	passing	out/delivering	meals	to	Essential	Personnel:	Truckers,	Railroad,	
Federal	Agents,	Sheriff,	Police,	Fire	&	Rescue,	EMTs,	ANY	&	ALL	Hospital	Staff	and	Nursing	
Home/Care	Facility	workers.	
—	For	each	member	who	has	lent	a	helping	hand	to	another	member,	so	they	didn’t	have	
to	leave	their	house	&	risk	exposure.	Does	not	have	to	be	a	member	of	your	chapter,	just	
that	they	are	an	OES	member.	Some	examples	are:	shopping	for	&	delivering	groceries,	
picking	up	prescriptions	&	delivering	them,	made	&	delivered	meals	(to	include	sweet	
treats)	or	even	just	dropping	off	a	surprise	to	them	just	to	brighten	their	day.		
	
Also,	meetings	are	not	allowed	to	be	held	in	an	of icial	capacity	via	video	conferencing,	etc.	
With	that	being	said,	if	3	or	more	members	of	your	chapter	have	“gotten	together”	in	an	
unof icial	capacity	over	a	video	chat,	conference	call,	FaceTime,	etc.	for	a	virtual	lunch,	tea	
time	or	just	to	check	in	&	hear	everyone’s	voice	together.	Each	“virtual	get	together”	will	
count	for	200	points	per	event.		
	
Additionally,	due	to	current	events,	mail	delivery	times	have	also	been	affected.	I	would	
like	to	request	chapter	reports	are	 inalized	and	put	in	the	mail	to	me	no	later	than	May	
15.	This	is	to	ensure	I	am	able	to	received	the	reports	from	each	chapter	with	adequate	
time	to	review	and	tally	the	points	and	to	ensure	certi icates	can	be	printed	by	our	Grand	
Chapter	in	June.	
	
Please	don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	me	with	any	questions	or	clari ications	you	may	need	
on	if	an	activity	can	count	towards	earning	points.		
	
Thank	you,	
Julie	Greaser	



  I hope you are all well and staying safe!  What an unusual Spring we have had!  I thought I'd 
share with you what Hermosa Chapter did since we couldn't be together for our Stated Meet-
ing. 
In March Hermosa Chapter #32 met for its regular meeting on March 10.  Little did we know 
that it was unlikely that we would have another meeting for many weeks, if not months.  Not 
too long after that meeting, we were informed that we could not meet for our regularly stated 
meetings.   
  This year, my goal as Worthy Matron has been to spread kindness.  Kindness to our members, 
our community and our fellow human beings.  During the time between March 10 and April 14 I 
had time to think about what I would like to do for "the evening that should have been our 
Election meeting".  I thought and thought, I wanted it to be something meaningful.  I saw that 
another Chapter asked its members and the members of Idaho OES to join with them on a spe-
cific night and time to recite the Mizpah Benediction.  I thought that was a good idea.  I con-
tinued to think and consider what I wanted Hermosa members to do on April 14.  It took me 
until the afternoon of April 14 to come up with an idea. 
Here's what I sent to our members and posted on Hermosa's facebook page: 
 

Good evening! 

Tonight we would have held elections for our next chapter year. We don't know when we will be together 
again to be able to do that. 

Tonight, at 7:30 I would like to ask that you recite the Lord's Prayer. I think this will help us all feel somewhat 
connected to each other. If you choose to participate please drop me an emoji to let me know. 

*****Christy or Pam-please make sure Jo gets this information. 

(Ask members with social media/ smart phones to inform members who don't have access to these tools) 

*****Random Act of Kindness for April: 

Mail a Thinking Of You or just a blank note card with a personal note to someone you think could use some 
positivity. 

I have sent out cards periodically throughout the last month. 
Deborah and I delivered Easter Lilies and tulip plants to some of our “shut in” members right before Easter. 
 
-- 
Thanks for all you do, 
  
Lucy Meredith 























This stunning diamond artwork was created by PGM Sandi Shoemaker. 
With the permission of our Worthy Grand Matron, it is being raffled 
off, with proceeds going towards the WGM/WGP special project. Tick-
ets are just $1.00 each, or six for $5.00. To purchase tickets, contact 
Sandi at oesdimples47@q.com or call 208-465-6563 (home) or 208-
870-0750 (cell). 


